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fende of the Faith, CFC. To Our right 


to Our truſty and welbeloued the Councell 
of the fame Court for the time being, Gree- 


ting. WHEKE As it docth appeare by 
A 2 com- 
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common experience, in the courſe which 
hath beene held, ſince the firſt erection of 
Our Court of Wards and Liucries , That 
partly by the (lackenes of the friends of rhe 
Wards, vpon the deceaſcof the parents or 
Aunccltours ( who hauc forborne to offer 
timely Compoſition, ſometimes with opi- 
nion thatno Tytle could be ſound for Vs, 
and ſometimes with purpoſe to ſuppreſlc 
the ſame) and partly by the ſute of other 
men, the Cuſtody of the bodiesand lands 
of Our Wards, haue beenc committed to 
ſuch perſons, ſome for one reſpe&, ſome 
for another, as ( notwithſtanding the care 
and prouidence of you the Maſter and 
Councell of Our Court, to binde themin 
oreat Bonds and Couecnants for the well 
educating of the Children, and preſerua- 
tion of their inherirance) haue beene care- 
lefle of their education , married ſome in 
meane _ , committed walts and ſpoiles 
ypon their Lands, and in the ende hauc 
exacted greater ſummes of money, forthe 
marriagesof ſuch Wards, then they ought 
to haue done, in reaſon or equitie ; not- 


with- 


withſtanding any their disburſements 
whartlocuer for paſſing or procuring the 
{ame. 

And whereas Wee haue beeneallo infor- 
med by you the Maſter of Our fayd Courr, 
that by reaſon of the great difficulties that 
haue becne found by the Court, vpon ſight 
of Offices, and Surucyes onely, to fer 
downe Compoſitions for Ward{hips and . 
Leaſes of Wards lands, with ſuch equality 
and moderation betweene Vs, and Our 
Subiects, as were jult and reaſonable; and 
that through want of due information in 
that behalte, much of the profit that you 
would haue raiſed for Vs, hath beene diuer- 
ted rodiuers Sutors and Committees, who. 
by obſcuring the trueth of the Wards 
cltate , and by miſinforming of the Court 
therein, haue reaped greater benefice, then 
was intended, if you could by ordinary 
meanes, haue come by the knowledge of 
their values; fo as, both Wee haue receiued 
lefſle then otherwiſe Wee ſhould haue 
done, and the Ward found little eaſe in 


many calcs. 
Where- 
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Wherefore, for the preuenting of theſe 
and the like inconueniences, and to the 
end that Our louing Subiects may ſtand 
aſſured, That Wee defire nothing more, 
then that their Children and their Lands, 
that ſhall fall vnco Vs by reaſon of Ward- 
ſhip, mighr afrer their deceaſe, bee come 
mitred co their neereſt and trultieſt friends, 
or to {uch as they by Will, orotherwile, 
ſhall commir the charge ynto, ypon ſuch 
valuable conſiderations, as are juſt and 
reaſonable : And to the intent that the 
Parents and Aunceſtours, may depart in 
orcater Peace, in hopeof this Ourgracious 
tauour ; and their friends may {ce their 


Children brought vp in pietic and lear- 


ning ; and may takeſuch care as is fit, for 
the preſeruation of their inheritance ( if 
they willſeeke the ſamein time, and by ſuch 
meanes as are fit and conuenient) Wee 
hauc thought good heereby ro require you, 
the Maſter and Councell of Our ſaid Courr, 
and the Maſter and Councell of the fayd 
Court for thetime being, thatin diſpoſing 
and committing of the Cuſtody of the bo- 


dies 
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dics and Lands of rich Our Wards , whoſe 
Anceltours haue deceaſed {ince the ninth 
day of Tanuary lalt paſt or ſhal die from and 
after the date of the!e preſents, and of fuch 
[deots and Lunartickes , and their eſtates, as 
thall fall voro vs from hencetoorth, you 
{trictly and carefully obſerue theſe our di- 
rections following, 


F IRST, That no Graunt or promiſe 
bee made of the cuſtodie of the body 

or lands of any Ward , nor any com- 
poſition for the ſame, vntill the cnd of one 
moneth next after rhe death of rhe Ance- 
ſtour of the Ward, to the end thatthe nee- 
relt and truſtielt friends of the Ancelſtours, 
or other perſons nominated by the Ance- 
ſtour in that behalfe , may in the meane 
time become Sutors for the ſame, among 
whom choice may bec made of the beſt and 


fiteeſt. 


Lſo you ſhall do your beſt endeuourto 
informe your ſelfe as particularly as 


you may, by commiſſion, ſuruey , or orher- 
wile, 
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wiſe of the tructh of the Wards cſtate, as 
well of his inheritance as of his goods and 
chattels , and of the eſtate of the deceaſed 
Anceſtour , and of all other due circum- 
{ſtances con{1iderable , tothe end the compo- 
{itions may beſuch, as may ſtand both with 
Our reaſonable profit, and with theabilitic 
of the heires cltate. 


= Hat all fales and compoſitions for 

Ward(hips of the bodies, and leaſes of 
lands, bee made by the Maſterof the aide 
Courr, and by ſuch perſons as areauthori- 
zcd by Statutein that behalfe. Neuertheles, 
the Surueyour of the Liueries, the Atturney 
of the Wards, Recciuerand Auditours, or 
any foure of them without the Maſter, ma 
treat with any to bring the ſaid Wardſhips 
and Leaſes to a price, openly inthe Coun- 
ſell Chamber of the Court of Wards , and 
acquaint the Maſter therewith , in whoſe 
power it ſhall beto allow or diſalow ofthe 
ſame according to the faid Statute. 


Hat no Wardfhip of the body or land 
{hall bee giuen or granted to any per- 
ſon, 
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ſop, orathis ſuite ;.imway of reward orbe- 
nehte; butthe beſt price andya[ue thatthall 
be offered, ſhall bee taken to Ourvie : foal- 
waics as the necreftand rrultieft friends; or 
the:perſons nominate by the Anceltour, 
cb {cekingtheſame-in time conuenient 
asForclaid, and making fir offerforir) bee 
preferred, 'and iconfiderationihad of -the 
WardsEftare. and of all due Ciroumliances 
conſiderableinſuch caſes. | 


Hat Leaſes of Wards Lands bee made 
withour Fine, for the beſt impraguad 
yeerely Rent thar ſhall bee offered, conlidt- 


ration becinghadof bn ing iſh. AS 
forclad. |. JllNt ebt.cl: | if offltib be: 


"H at {llabts Woods, <in Fincs of Co : 
bt: of Thhe critance, Songs i 
— Eh :miſed with hel. Lancs Wb 
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Hat Fines for Copy- holds foe-Liues; 


bec made and raiſed to Our vie , when 
<1 B and 
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andas often as the Court ſhall thinke good, 
by certainc particular Commiſſioners tobe 
appointed by the Maſter and Counſell of 
our {aid Court, which Commiſhoners ſhall 
becharged to make the beſt of ſuch Copic- 
holds to. bee-grantcd, and truly to.an{were 
vatoYs,into. ur receipt of Qurfaid Courr, 
all ſuch ſummes , withourfraude or couine; 
as by them ſhall-haue beene receiued, due 
con{1deration being had of their painesand, 
EXPENCES. 


' Har you obſcrue thelike rules , orders, 

cautions,and conſiderations, as well for 
Our profit, as otherwiſe, in. committing 
and diſpoſing of the Lands, fellablewoods, 
Fines of Copyholds of inheritancc, orfor 
| linesof Ideots , as by theſe Preſents arepre- 
ſcribedfor Wards 'reſpeRtiuely , according 
tro the nature of the caſe : Giuing to thar 
friends that will take charge of them, ſuch 
competentalſowancefor their maintenance 
out of the eſtates of ſuch Ideots, as the ſame 


will heare. 


But 
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B Vrrouching Lunatickes, Let no compo- 

{tion bee taken, for thecommirting of 
them or their cltates : bur let ſuch carebe 
had therein, as they may beefrecly commitr- 
rcd to their beſt and neereſt friends, that 
can recciue no benefit by their death, and 
the Committees bound to an{were, not on- 
ly the values found by office, bur the very 
juſt yaluc of their Eſtates vpon Account , 
forthe benefirof ſuch Lunarick(if hee reco- 
uer) or of the next heire; due regard beeing 
had to the paines and charges of ſuch Com- 
mirrees , in keeping , maintaining, goucr- 
ning , and curing of the ſaid diſtraſted Per- 


{ons. 


A Nd becauſe Our purpoſe inthis courſe 
which now is taken, is to raiſe with as 
little gricuance as may bee to Our _ 

Subiccts, that reaſonable benefite whic 
ought to come vnto Vs by the mariagesof 
Our Wards, & by the Leaſes of their Lands, 
(whereof a grear part hath beene diverted 
by Graunts to Committees, and otherwile) 
Wee doc heereby declare, That itis not Our 
B 2 mca- 
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meaning to change the, courſe that hath 
beene tormerly helde and vſed in finding 
Offices, norto preſle the raifing or improo- 
uing of any Values or Rates.in any Inquif1- 
tiohs ; neither will Wee haue the Rents 
which ſhall bee reſerued ypou ſuch Leaſes, 
or any ſuch Certificates, Informations, or 
Inſtructions, as Thall by any meanes bee gi- 
ucn or appcare, of the yalucs of fuch Wards 
Lands or Eftates,to betranſcripted or tran(- 
mitted to any other Court, Office, place 
or.perſon, oradmitted or vicd as Preſident, 
Euidence, or Inducement, ro charge Our 
Subiects in any other payments, now or 
hercafter anſwerable vnto Vs , Our Heires 
or Succeſlours, or {or any other cauſe. 


Nd further, foralmuch as Wee hauca. 

good while ſthce perceiued by youthe 
Maſter of the ſaid /Court, that you are not 
only ready and defirous, to imploy the vt- 
trermolt of your cares and endeauours, for 
«purſuing and cffecting Our Directions, al- 
well ſuch as ſhould concerne the increaſc 
of Our Profit, as thoſe that ſhould con- 


CCINC 


I'1 
cerne the fafery-and preferuation of their 
Eſtates, thar arc in this ſort to be protected 
by Vs ; bur are likewiſe molt deſt.ous in 
this time of our vrgent necelsitie, that it 
may appeare, al[well to the whole world, as 
itis ſetled in your owneconlcicnce,that you 
are reſolued'ro forgoe andabandon all that 
benefite that might heereafter ariſe ro your 
(elfc, or toavy other, by any ſuch Fines or 
Compoſitions, notwithſtanding any thing 
that hath beene taken or challenged , by all 
the Maſters of the layd Court by continued 
Cullome, vie, and preſcription, cuer lance 
the crection thereof ; Wee haue thoughe 
good to require you, and fo Wee doe au- 
thorize you heercby, that you giue order, 
that euery perſon-thar ſhall proſecute ſuch 
Compoſition , for the cultody of a Ward, 
Ideort, or Lunantike, or Leaſe of their Larid, 
or other Eſtate,ſhal before any Grant of the 
Body, or Leaſe of the Lands bee deliuered 
ynto him ynder the Seale of our ſayd Court, 
rake his corporall Oathe in open Court,or 
by Commiſion ( if the cauſe ſhall fo re- 
quire) before three Commiſſionersatthe 


leaſt 


I2 
leaſt, whereof one to bee a Iuſticeof the 
Peace, to bee certified and returned into the 
Court, before the deliuery of ſuch Grant or 
Leaſe in maner and forme following. Viz. 


]4 . B. doe ſweare, that neither 

F, nor any other to my knowleage, 
haue or bath giuen, or promiſed, pro- 
cured, or conſented to giue or to bee 
giuen, any gift or reward , diredaly or 
indirealy , vnto any Officer or Offi- 
cers of the Court of Wardes and Li- 


ueries, or to anyother perſon or per- 


ſons whatſoeuer , for procurmg any 


preferment to ('ompound before. 
another, or for mitigatton in the price 
or payment , in any Compoſition or 

ontraft made or to bee made , for the 


IWardjhippe of the Body of F. S. hs 
MM atefties Warde, and the Leaſe 


of any the ſayd Wardes Lands, or for 


any 


\% 


I; 
any of them. eAnd that F will not 
giue— , nor any withmy conſent ſhall 
gue, or conſent to bee giuen, any gift 
or reward, direaly or indirefaly , for 
the cauſes aforeſaid, or any of them : 
Fo helpe me God, 


NN Evercheleſle, Wee are wa and' 
contented, that ifany Ward{hip, Leaſe. 

of land; meane rates, before orafter full age, 
now bee,orhercafter ſhalbe concealed from 
vs,or if noſuit ſhalbe made within one yere 
next after our Tenants death, for fuch 
Ward(hip or Leaſe, or if vpon ſui made 
within : 5 ycere, an office be foundagainſt 
Vs, or the finding of the office vnneceſlarily 
protracted aftertheyeere expired, withour 
1uſtcauſc allowed by the Court, thatin ſuch 
caſcs the Maſter may adnit _ perſon 
whartſdcucr , that ſhall: make offer ro difco- 
ucr our right fo conccaled', orfoughtto be 
concealed, or ſuppreſſed ( vpon good mat- 
tcr of proofe ſhewed: for ys and approoued, 
by the Court) to proſecute the finding of at 
| office, 


F 


14 

office, avd, ro paſſe the ſaide Wardſhip, 
Leale or mean rates, without reſtraining or 
binding rhe faid Court, or the partic prole- 
cuting,to the dire&tions aboue * cnrioned: 
burthatthe Malter of thefaideC6urt may 
according to the parties trauaile , expences, 
aducntureand {cruice doneynto Vs,reward 
him by graunt of ſuch Wardſhip, *Leaſc 


or meane rares, in ſuch ſort as others may 


be encouraged to imploy themſclues inthe 
like feruice, andall þ HLAbe and praCtiſesto 
decciue and defraud Vs of Ourducand iuſt 
right, bee better preuented,, any thing in 
theſe Our Inſtructions or Directions to the 
contrary notwithſtanding. = 


z P 
þ ; 


Prouidedalwaies, andio Wedoe hereby 
declare it to bee Our Willand Pleaſure, that 


meane ratesof any Jands , within the ſpace 
nefit ought co hauc come tothe crowne. 


ſuch Tenure had becne acknowledged, 


1h 
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In ſuch cafes Wee are pleaſed to giue you 
powerandauthority, toremit a releaſe, 
alſuch benefit, and profit, as hathor ought 
ro haucaccrued vnto Vs, or Our Progeni- 
tours , by reaſon of any ſuch Tenure; al- 
lowing to ſuch perſons as haucprofecuted, 
in our behalfe, ſuch part thereof, as ſhall 
{ceme good in your diſcretion, not excec- 
ding athird partofthe whole, asthe ſame 
ſhall be found by Inquiſition, ſauing to Vs, 
Our Heires and Succeſſours, the rightand 
inheritance of Our Tenure, andfauing Our 
Prerogatiue, and the benefit and profitof 
ſuch Tenures of Vs, orour Progenitours, 
as doc cxpreſ]y appeare by matter of Re- 
cord, andalſo fuchas hauec beene created, or 
otherwiſe come vnto Vs, within the ſame 


timeof threeſcoreyecres. 


Nd now, as Wee haue ſo ſufficiently di- 
rected you, as Wee make little doubt 
butyou will be carefullof Our profit,in the 
executionof your place;ſo neuertheleſle, We 
letyou likewiſe know hereby , Thar ſceing 
Our owne iudgement tells Vs, that there 
C may 
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may fall into your contiderations, many cir- 
cumltances which muſt guide you; 1n-al- 
ſeſling the Fines for the marriages of Our 
Wards , and renting of their Lands; ſome 
ariſing eithcrout of the broken cltate of the 
decealed, want of prouiſ1on for his wite,his 
great chargeof children vnprouided for,in- 
firmitie or tenderneſſle of the Heire, yaccr- 
raintie of the Title, orgreatneſle of incum- 
brance ypon the Land ; ſo as ſome Heire, 
that may 1n re{pe& of his degree, or blood, 
or liuing, in opinion of the world, be iudg- 
ed to deſerue a greater Fine or Rent, then 
ſome other perſon more obſcure, may yer 
in regard of the cauſes aboue mentioned, 
or ſome other of like fort, bee leſle fitto 
haue any great chargelaid ypon him : Wee 
doe therefore , notwithſtanding any thing 
conteined in theſe Our Inſtructions, giue 
you fulliberty,thatasthcle,or any other the 
like con{1derations ſhall offer theſelucs vnto 
you, you may vie that good diſcretion and 
conſcience which is fit, in mittigating ora- 
bating the Fines or Rents, vpon the faide 
Graunts or Leaſes, to the reliefe of ſuch ne- 

cellities : 


; 
; Þo 
: 

; 
: 
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ceſlities: Soalwayes as care bee taken, that 
by aty ſuch pretences , that profit which 
ſhould accrueynto Vs, be not diuerted to a- 
ny others, that ſhall ſeckero draw to them- 
hues a priuate benefit our of this-Our gta- 


clous care and conſideration. 


Aſtly Our Willand pleaſure is, and Wee 
doe hs dire&and authorize you the 
Maſter and Counlell of Our ſaid Court,and 
the Maſter and Counſell of the ſame forthe 
time beeing, that with the aduice of Our 
Tudges, Aſſiſtants of Our ſaid Courr, you 
diligently examine, ſearch out and reforme 
all fraudulent deuicesand practiſes, deuifed 
or tobedeuiſed and putin vre, todeceiueor 
defeat Vs of Our Wardſhips , or Leaſes of 
Our Wards Lands , or of any due or iuſt 
benefit belonging vnto Vs, by reaſon of 
Our Tenures.In Witneſſe whereof,We hauc 
cauſed theleOur Letters ro be madePartents. 


IT itneſſe Our ſelfe at Weſtminſter, the 7. day of 
February , inthe eight yeere of Our Reigne of 
England, France, and Ireland, and of Scotland 


the foure and forticth. 
Cs CE R- 


CERTAINE 
Additions of [Inſtructions 


and Directions in Our Court 
of Wards and Liueries. 


6, Noucmbris 1617. 


>= HAT all Pctitions for 
#\ Compoſitions of Ward- 
29 hips (and Leaſes ) be pre- 
© {ented and ordered at the 

<a Counſel Chamber of the 
Court of Wards, at the ſeuerall {ittings for 


the Wards. 


2 That cuery ſuch petition doe ex- 
preſſetheſeucrall Counties wherein the An- 
ceſtor dicd ſeized of Lands. 


3 Thatthe rate and ſumme agreed yp- 


on by the Commiſſioners for the Compo- 
{irion 


19 
ſition of any Ward ( or Leaſe) doe ſtand and 
be not abated in theCompolnion, neither 


in the Finenor Renr. 


Thar no Office be found within the 
yecre after the death of the Anceſtor againſt 
the King,or a meane tenure of the King (not 
being Knights ſeruice.) for any Ward within 
age, vntill the Feodary or Eſcheator doe firſt 
acquaint the Court for further directions 
therein ( which the Feodary is emoyned to doe. 
With all conuentent expedition.) ; 


5 That not onely cuery Committee 
(and Leſſee) but cuery Aſſignee of any Com- 
mittee(or Leſſee) (hall take rhe Oath, viz.&c. 
and for that purpoſe eucry Committee ( and 
Leſſee. ) and aſlignee ſhalbe ſworne, whe . 
ther heraketh itto his own vle, or.to the yſe 
of any other, to the end they may both take 
the Oath. . 


6 Tharteſpeciall choiſe be taken of the 
Commilhoners , that take the Oath in the 
Countrey, ſo that the Oath may be truely 


and fully raken by.the Committees ( Leſſees} 
C 3 and. 
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and Aflignces and the parties, committing 
cruſt to any other. 


Thar this Clauſe be added to 
the Oath,Yrz. 


Or for the mittigation of rhe yeerely ya- 
-lue ofche Lands of any ſuch Ward. 


| 8 Har cuery Feodary and Eſcheator be- 
 forethethird-returne of cucry Terme, 

ſhall certifie into the Court a note of all 
Offices found in the Vacation next before, 
and whether a Tcnure bee found for the 
King in Capite, or by Knights ſcruice, and 
the names of the Anceſtor, and Heire, and 
| hisage, 


Thatthe Oath be taken by thoſe that are 


Committees or Leſlces vpon neglect 
in hac Yerba. 


A.B. Doe ſweare,that neither I, nor axy other 
to my knowledpe , or as Ibeleeue or haue heard, 
haue or hath taken any ( ourſe , or ſed any 
Prattize,or Combination diretly or indirefly,by 


my 


A 
” ». 6 4 A. Wk '£ 
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"wyielfeor by any other with aw, perſon or per- 
ons whatſocuer , to ſlay or hinder the proſecution, 
of or for the Compoſition for the Wardſhip of the 
Body of D.C. or the Leaſe of any the ſaid Wards 
Lands , with any purpoſe or intent whatſoeuer, 
that the ſaid Wardſbip and Leaſe,or either of them 
by ſuch negle& and default of proſecution, might 
come ro me , or to any Other tomy coſe , or by my 
meanes or procurement, or to my knowledge, S0 


belpe me God. 


% 


